1.  Definition:

WESTERN DRESSAGE Morgan Division 

Intro, Suitability In-Hand, 

Training Level – Test I to IV, and 

First Level – Test I to IV

Scope and Discussion – 

Dressage – the French word for “training.” - The WESTERN DRESSAGE Division offers a place for the western horse and rider to improve as partners through the discipline of dressage. By using dressage principles and technique the western horses’ performance is enhanced by learning and applying cadence, balance and carriage. The use of dressage will help the western horse to again work from the hind-end allowing for lightness in the front with a more natural head set.  Most important is welfare of our Morgans:  Dressage, itself, will create an avenue for maintaining soundness and enhancing the health of the horse for many years. 

Solution – 

The time is right to open the dressage doors to the Western Division to enhance the health of the horse and promote training through technique for horse and rider. The competitive bar will be raised as well as the personal satisfaction in knowing the best interests of both the horse and rider are being considered. These classes will also offer a place where the Western Rider can compete on a scoring system that allows them to move "up" at their own level. It is not just a competitive format but an educational one as well.

The WESTERN DRESSAGE classes give a mature western horse (5 and over) a place to be re-schooled with the use of a snaffle. It is also a good entry level for individuals who wish to learn to ride and show and riders returning to competition 

Qualified and Tested
Sacramento Valley Morgan Horse Club – Mother Lode All Morgan Horse Show:  This division has been provided to our members as a schooling division for the past four years.  The division as grown over the past four years, as well as the number of classes and levels of classes offered.  

Our Dressage Judges think it is GREAT to Judge, and other Associations have started to ask us about the rules and how to add it to their show.

RECOMMENDED CRITERIA AND RULES

To Follow - MO 179.14 as follows:
b.  The WESTERN DRESSAGE  classes would be held in the Morgan Division to be conducted in accordance with the DR, except as stated herein: 
1.
Junior Exhibitors in WESTERN DRESSAGE  Morgan Dressage  are not permitted to show stallions in Junior Exhibitor Performance or Equitation classes (DR119)
2.
Whips are permitted in all Morgan Dressage Classes with exception to the AMHA Dressage Medal Seat.
3.
A Caller, if supplied by the competitor, may be used in any Federation Morgan Class (DR122.1).
4.
When Cross entry is permitted between Morgan WESTERN DRESSAGE , Morgan Dressage, and other Morgan classes at a competition, DR121 applies only to the designated dressage warm-up and competition areas, or when exhibitor is actually warming-up for Dressage class.
5.
False tails are not permitted in a Morgan WESTERN DRESSAGE  Class (DR121.6)
6.
Manes are not required to be braided in WESTERN DRESSAGE  Morgan classes.  Roached manes are not permitted in WESTERN DRESSAGE  Morgan classes.
7.
Entries must comply with DR119.2, in regards to levels, with exception of entries competition in the Intro Level division classes.  There is no limit to the number of rides per day in a Federation Morgan Western Dressage section.
8.
Traditional western attire as described in MO 132 is to be used.

9.
Refer to DR 101 through 116 for description of gaits and movements.

10.
Refer to DR 122 through 124 for execution of tests, judging, scoring, elimination, and prize giving.

11.
Morgan Western dressage classes may be judged by either the dressage judge hired by the competition or the regular Morgan judge.

12.
Intro Level through Training Level – Test 4:  The use of two hands and a snaffle are required per the Dressage Rules.  

13.
First Level and Above - The use of two hands with snaffle or hackamore, Optional.  The use of Curb – one hand only.  

14.
No cavasons or Bosal allowed.
Formal Request for Consideration –

We wish to become the leader and set the standard for the new division.  Start with the Morgan Breed and limit the Division Showing to Introductory, Training and First Levels of Dressage.  Hold the classes as you would any other Dressage Class, with simple adjustments to the rules as stated above.
Utilize standard Dressage Tests and Score sheets with no alterations.

It is the goal of WESTERN DRESSAGE  to maintain the integrity of the western horse and western traditions through the use of dressage, provide an avenue to train both rider and horse as a pair, and enhance the welfare of the horse.


We respectfully ask the American Morgan Horse Association along with the United States Equestrian Federation to consider our request and grant us recognition for the Morgan WESTERN DRESSAGE  Division as soon as possible.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our proposal and thank all of those who have worked on this project, as well as endorsed and supported by training and showing in this division as a schooling division for the past four years.  


Official Endorsements

Lynn McEnespy, Dressage Judge

Mary Grace William, Dressage Judge

Christina Stewart-Mitchell, Judge

Rebecca Lewis, Dressage Technical Delegate

Alice Calhoun, USEF Steward

Endorsements

Ann Taylor – Woodland Stallion Station

Edie Lehman – Loomis Basis Equestrian Center

Deb and Eitan Beth-Halachmy – Wolf Creek Ranch

Guy Brown

Marjorie Hazelwood

Cathie Mendenhall

Susan Garmier

Connie Melendy

Abby Felton

Over 50 riders have enjoyed

Requests

 “I really hope you do get that division approved.  It is one of the moving and profound statements about a certain kind of equestrian beauty and harmony that overlaps two apparently distinct disciplines.  I love watching it, and think it has enormous potential for growth." – Cindy Ewing – Professional Videographer

“I would like very much to have Cowboy/Western Dressage class/classes as part of our NY Morgan Regional show” – Sherry Barlow ebarlow@stny.rr.com
“Do you have any Cowboy Dressage class tests similar to the traditional dressage class tests used in competition?”  - Soraya - Arkansas Valley Dressage Club

pegastar@gmail.com
“I am going to have to bother you again about the cowboy dressage classes. The Gold Cup prize list meeting is coming up the first of Nov. and I want to be able to present them with all of the particulars . I have talked to quite a few riders and they are all excited about it and would probably show so I would really like to get it on the program if I can. I already have it sponsored so that should help a lot, you know how show committees are!! Thanks, Nancy”
Rebmangn@aol.com
“Your approach to combining dressage and western riding fascinates me.  had been thinking that it would be great to combine the two disciplines,  I have a wonderful 2 year old Morgan gelding at Hardwood Creek Farm in Minnesota with Lyle and Colleen Wick.Any information that you can send me on how I can help will be greatly appreciated. Cindy Loiacano”
cindyl3001@yahoo.com
Cc: Sherry Cole, Karen Homer – Brown, Ellen Di Bella, Georgie Green, Cathie Mendenhall, Kelly Denison

